Since the last meeting of the Quarterly Court the pressure upon the hospital beds had been maintained and the strain upon the out-patient department remained as great as ever. Referring to various reports as to the abuse of hospitals, the committee stated that they were fully alive to the danger of such abuse and were doing all in their power to prevent it. Every new out-patient was subjected to a rigorous examination as to his wages, his rent, and the number of persons dependent upon him. As a result of these inquiries many patients were refused treatment and referred either to a provident dispensary or to a local practitioner. Consequently, an extra house surgeon had been appointed to both the aural and ophthalmic wards with two clinical assistants for the ophthalmic O.P. department and one clinical assistant for the aural O.P. department.
In moving the adoption of the report, Mr. Holland said he thought they would realise that the amount of work done created a record at almost every Court.
As to the expenditure, it had always been promised that when the buildings were finished they would be able to reduce their cost, and this had now been fulfilled. The greatest development that quarter was in the opsonic department, where a certain liquid or serum was injected into the blood and rendered the patient immune from consumption. The system was as yet only in the initial stages, but so far the results had been most satisfactory, especially where there were boils and spots, these being entirely cured. It was most helpful in the treatment of lupus in conjunction with the Finsen light, in which department they were still healing 100 patients a day.
The report was adopted. They had been trying for some time to reduce expenses, and a sub-committee was then sitting to consider the matter. An electrical and x-ray department had been added, and Dr. A. C. Jordan had been put in charge of it. In conclusion he pleaded for an increase in annual subscriptions. The motion having been seconded and other resolutions passed, Lieut.-Colonel E. Montefiore proposed a vote of thanks to the chairman, and remarked that Mr. Thomas seemed to gloat over the increase in the number of inpatients. He considered it should be the aim and object of all hospitals not to increase their numbers, but to do all they could to treat those only who were seriously ill, and the trivial cases should be treated by the dispensaries. Their casualty department should be only for real accidents.
